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Excerpts from Remarks by Pope Francis

Towards a Global Compact on Education

“To educate is always an act of
hope, one that calls for
cooperation in turning a barren
and paralyzing indifference into
another way of thinking that
recognizes our interdependence…
We consider education to be one
of the most effective ways of
making our world and history
more human. Education is above
all a matter of love and
responsibility handed down from
one generation to another.” 

“Education is a natural
antidote to the
individualistic culture that
at times degenerates into a
true cult of the self and the
primacy of indifference. Our
future cannot be one of
division, impoverishment of
thought, imagination,
attentiveness, dialogue and
mutual understanding. That
cannot be our future.” 

Source: Remarks from Pope Francis delivered on October 15, 2020 through a
video message for the event organized by the Congregation for Catholic
Education at the Pontifical Lateran University on a Global Compact for Education.  
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Global enrollment in Catholic education

68.2 million students, including 35.0 million in primary school

Facts about Catholic Education
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The 5 top countries by enrolment at the pre-
school, primary, and secondary levels are

all low or lower-middle income: 
DR Congo, Kenya, Malawi, India, Uganda

(income classification from the World Bank)

Selected contributions of K12 Catholic schools
Economic contributions

Budget savings for states of more than US$ 100 billion (PPP) per year in 38 countries
Contribution to the future earnings of today's workers of US$12 trillion in 2014

Contributions to education systems
In sub-Saharan Africa, 11.0% of all primary school students are in a Catholic school 
In low income countries, 13.7% of all primary school students are in a Catholic school 
Catholic schools tend to have higher student well-being and performance (US data)
Catholic education contributes to education pluralism and the right to education

Contributions to communities
Catholic schools and universities emphasize values and integral human development
Catholic schools and universities enroll children from all backgrounds and faiths

Share of
all primary

school
students by

level of
income of the

country

Source (click on the link for access): Global Catholic Education Report 2021:
Education Pluralism, Learning Poverty, and the Right to Education. 

https://www.globalcatholiceducation.org/global-reports


Stories about Catholic Education

Alexandre Bingo, Burkina Faso

"The entrepreneurship workshop
was created within this framework
to transmit to young people the
values   specific to the spirit of
entrepreneurship. It is made up of 25
volunteer students interested in the
issue of entrepreneurship."

Martha Seide, Haiti

“The aim of the education of Don
Bosco and Mary Dominic Mazzarello
is to accompany young people to
become honest citizens and good
Christians. This formula articulates
the two aspects of any Christian
education worthy of the name:
inviting young people to allow
themselves to be totally seized by
the Risen Christ until they become
saints; help them to fully take their
place as citizens."

Peter Tabichi, Kenya 

“It is all about having confidence in
the student. Every child has
potential, a gift or a talent. I try to
engage students in various
activities and mentor them. It is not
a matter of telling them “do this”
and then walking away. You need to
work with them closely.”” 

Kathy Mears, United States

“[During the pandemic] I also have
seen our teachers and school
leaders go above and beyond the
call of duty. They worked to make
sure that their students had food
and internet. They drove by their
students’ homes so that they could
see each other, and they spent hours
beyond the traditional school day
meeting with students one on one,
to ensure that they were learning.”

Leonardo Franchi, United Kingdom

"Few academics will make earth-
shattering discoveries and even
fewer contemporary academics will
be remembered in 100 years from
now. This should be a consolation
as it is a reminder that academic life
is about preserving, curating and,
when possible, enhancing the
intellectual inheritance of
humanity."

Koundya Joseph Guindo, Burkina

"Non-Catholic students represent
about 80% of all students in schools 
Catholics. The time these students
spend in Catholic schools allows a lot
of them to understand Christian
values   and to put them into practice
by their testimony of life. "

In the classroom:
Stories from Catholic Educators around the World

Read these and other stories in (click on the link for access): Catholic Education
around the World: Interviews with Teachers, Principals, and Administrators.
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Mary Chelladurai
Aina Trust, India

Emmanuel Kazige
GHOVODI, DR Congo

Lola Nasriddinova
IRODA, Tajikistan Rana El Khoury

Fratelli Project, Liban

Thomas d'Aquin Rubambura Mituga
PEDER, DR Congo

 

María Consuelo Barletta
Childhood without Bars, Peru

 
Svetlana Mamonova
Perspektivy, Russia Davy Tith

OEC, Cambodia

Read these and other stories in (click on the link for access): 

Beyond the classroom:
Stories from the International Catholic Child Bureau
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